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Innovation and cost-effectiveness are key
features of steel structures for roofing
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an you brief us on the present

demands in the roofing segment?

The term Roofing covers a very

broad segment, and we, at
Interarch, primarily manufacture steel roofing for
industrial and warehousing applications. There
is a positive demand for roofing in this sector.
Increasing construction and infrastructure
projects drives up the demand for roofing in a
variety of industries.

What are the latest and most innovative
designs in the metal and steel structures in
the roofing segment?

For now, no dramatic innovation has happened
in the design of steel structures. However, we
design more clear-span and large span buildings.
Tall buildings are built with steel, and hence the
designs are innovative. Today, steel is utilised in
almost all kinds of construction as compared to
early years.

Innovative design usually happen in architectural
structures like airports and malls, amongst others,
where architects create fancy and exceptional
designs for construction. Such structures are
visually enticing, but we are not involved in
such structural offerings as they are usually
site-fabricated structures. Our structures are
manufactured in a plant.

We, at Interarch, are capable of doing large and
tall structures with large spans with efficiency
and at a great speed. This, as a result, is leading
to the creation of more and more innovative
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building construction with large, tall, and
uniquely designed buildings for all kinds of
industrial applications.

What are the defining parameters of choosing
metal or steel for structures? How does the
pricing factor support the choice of metal?

It is steel, which is primarily used for structures.
Only steel can be used to create structures as
it offers strength, stability, and durability for a
building's structure. Aluminium structures have
a limited scope and are very sparingly used, if
at all. Steel structures are preferred as they lead
to much faster erection and completion of the
building. In concrete and traditional structures,
large spans are not possible. Steel structures allow
us to have large spans and create more useable
space in a building. The size of the structural
elements is usually small, providing you with
more workspace within the building.




Let us first understand why steel is preferred for structures:
it offers a fixed cost approach where you can plan within a
specified budget and work according to the same, focussing
on increasing construction speed. The reliability of steel in
construction is well recognised.

As far as pricing is concerned, it may look expensive on
the surface, but deep down it is not, If you compare the
timesaving factor and the fixed cost element. The estimates
in conventional construction are very elastic, the final cost

may vary dramatically as you cannot quantify the exact
amount of materials going into it. Whereas everything
in steel structures and steel buildings is as estimated. In
addition, most of the contracts are fixed-price-based
contracts.

How well are we addressing the environmental demands
of construction and infrastructure projects?

Steel as a metal in roofing is eco-friendly as it does not
involve any scrap wastage and requires minimum labour
for installation. Steel is also nearly 100 percent recyclable,
making it ideal for green building. Interestingly, steel roofs
are cool roofs, and with the right kind of coating, they are
classified as cool roofs, so they lead to much lower solar
heat-gain in a building.

What are your offerings in this segment?
We, at Interarch, have a wide range of roofing systems.
The whole segment is well established and has witnessed
positive developments in the previous year.

This is a functional segment and not a decorative one.
There are no new offerings per se, but we keep upgrading
our existing profile and features. These are more profiles for
walling than for roofing, primarily because walling is more
visible than roofing in a building. u

Vedanta Aluminium recycles ~14 billion

litres of water

ensuring zero

liquid discharge from °

Regular water consumption-related

Aluminium

India's largest

producer of aluminium,

has recycled 14 billion

litres of water as of January 2022,

leveraging advanced technologies for

focused control and monitoring of water
consumption.

edanta
Business,

Their water sustainability efforts are
guided by its robust Water Management
Policy In line with the company's
commitment to the 6th UN Sustainable
Development Goal - Clean Water
and Sanitation, they strive to fulfill
its water sustainability goals in three
ways - increasing water reutilisation,
reducing freshwater consumption, and

62 || BZB PURCHASE || April 2022

operations. They are also working with
local communities and farmers in the
regions where it operates to construct
water harvesting and conservation
infrastructures for perennial water supply,
to boost irrigation potential and reduce
dependency on monsoons for cropping.

With this year's World Water Day theme of

‘Groundwater: Making the invisible visible’,

\edanta Aluminium has undertaken robust

measures to optimize water consumption

across its value-chain and increase the
share of recycled and reused water, such as:

e \\ater-screening  assessment  to
develop and implement stringent
control measures to ensure zero
discharge operations.

e Deployment of High-Concentration
Slurry Disposal (HCSD) systems in
ash management, which ensures
maximum water recycling through
feedback loops.

audits, and appropriate measures
to ensure continually improved
performance.

e  Optimisation of freshwater intake by
maximising usage of water recycled
through Effluent Treatment Plants
(ETP), augmented with Ultra Filtration
(UF) and Reverse Osmosis (RO).

e Rainwater harvesting infrastructure
and on-site water reservoirs have
been created for water sourcing
during contingency scenarios.

Working towards sustainable livelihood
and climate impact mitigation, the
company is building hundreds of
community water infrastructure to
help communities get perennial access
to water for household and irrigation
purposes. [ |

For more information, please visit:
www.vedantaaluminium.com



